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of the society would withdraw, and the organization would
thus be thoroughly purged. I concluded the letter by de-
claring that I would wait a month for a reply, after which
period I should no longer consider myself a member of the
"brotherhood." A month passed, but no answer came.
I returned the secret code and other material in my posses-
sion, and that put an end to the "Holy Brotherhood1'
incident.
I wish to record here another reminiscence of the early
eighties, namely, the anti-Jewish riots which I witnessed at
Kiev and Odessa. In those days, it must be admitted, the
Government had the right attitude toward the pogroms,
It is certain that the authorities did not incite the popula-
tion against the Jews. The movement was spontaneous.
The Government did not hesitate to suppress the lawless-
ness of the mob with a firm hand. General Kotzebue,
Governor-General of Odessa, took against the rioters the
most ruthless measures, including bayonet attacks upon the
mob. As a result, I remember, the disorder did not spread
To return to my activities as Director of the South-
Western Railroads, I must say that I was fortunate in
securing the services of a number of prominent railroad men
as my assistants. Quite a few of them were Jews and
Poles, for the simple reason that the Southwest of Russia
is the homeland of a great Jewish and Polish population.
Witb the rise of the senseless nationalistic policy in recent
years, a great many of these highly competent men were
ousted from the service. My efforts were crowned with
success. The financial situation of the railroads soon im-
proved, so that instead of suffering losses the corporation
was Before long in a position to pay substantial dividends.
My activities at Kiev included also sporadic literary
work. I contributed occasional articles to such papers as
Katkov's Moksovskiya Fedomosti (Moscow Bulletins)
and Aksakov's Rus (Russia), and I took part in founding